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Senate Panel Seeking to 



By George Lardner 
W uhiiutton Post Staff Writer 



u i The Senate Intelligence Committee 
' ‘ intends to sponsor a majpr cutback to 
* * l the Freedom of Information Act that 
* ; would prohibit public access to count- 
>! ; less CIA documents. 

: ; * Sen. Walter D. Huddleston (D*Ky.) 
- ; «nid the proposal would restrict the 
* ; light of American citizens seeking in- 
« • formation about themselves to obtain 
- ; records of CIA operations, 

I * Much of the information CIA has 
l , had to make public in recent years — 

* from its files on the Kennedy assassi- 
^ nation and the agency's drug-experi- 

* mentation programs to its domestic 

* spying operations— could be denied 
/ « * automatically under this new rule. 

The proposal perhaps gained im- 



- 

has put a little more impetus behind 
doing something’ to give the agency a 
freer hand. 

Huddleston denied that the charter 
would usher in a revival of the CIA’s 
“good old days” when, few members of 
Congress were informed of the agen- 
cy’s activities and those who were told 
were reluctant to press for details. 

Only a few weeks ago, the adminis- 
tration had given up any hopes of se- 
curing congressional passage of a 
charter for the CIA before the 1980 
elections. But Huddleston said a con- 
certed drive will now be made to win 
enactment, at least in the Senafe. 

As chairman of the Senate Intelli- 
gence subcommittee on charters and. 
guidelines, Huddleston said he fears 



* ! petus last night when president Car- the opportunity to obtain a corapre- 

ter called for ‘‘quick passage of a new hensive charter will be lost by further 

l charter” to define intelligence ageq- 



; <^es legal authority and accountabil- 

• ity. “We need to remove unwarranted 
J restraints on our ability to collect 
; intelligence and to tighten our con- 

trols on sensitive intelligence infor- 
J matlon. An effective intelligence capa- 

• bility is vital to our nation's security,” 

. ; I Carter, said in his State of the Union 

address. 

The committee proposal Is part of a 
drive to give the CIA what Huddle- 
ston described as “greater oprational 
. flexibility” in light of the Iranian cri- 

• sis and the Soviet invasion of Afghani- 
stan. “ r 

He said the FOIA revision would be 
included in a proposed Carter admin- 
istration charter for the intelligence 
community that is almost ready to he 
introduced. In the drafting stage for 
the past two years. It has been evolv- 
ing into a license for wide-ranging se- 
cret acitvities with few blanket pro- 
hibitions. 

Huddleston observed that “the cli- 
mate has changed considerably” since 
the mid-1970s when disclosure of CIA 
abuses produced demands for tight 
statutory restrictions on the agency. 
Now, he said, “the Afghanistan thing 
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delay. The House appears more in- 
clined to adopt piecemeal bills that 
would give the CIA greater secrecy 
and flexibility, without the offsetting 
rules that a charter would spell out. 

One of the 'biggest items on the 
CIA’s legislative “wish list,” for in- 
stance, is repeal of the 1974 Hughes- 
Ryan amendment governing clandes- 
tine operations. Under Hughes-Ryan, 
covert actions can be undertaken in 
foreign countries only if the president 
finds each such operation “important 
to the national security” and reports 
it “in a timely fashion to the appropri- 
ate Committees of the Congress." 

The CIA has always denounced the 
requirement as an Invitation to leaks 
since it requires reports to eight con- 
gressional committees. The adminis- 
tration’s draft charter would scuttle 
Hughes-Ryan and restrict such reports 
to the Senate and House Intelligence 
committees. 

Separate moves to change the laws 
affecting the CIA are under way in 
the House. Rep. Clement J. Zablockf 
(D-Wis.), chairman of the House For- 
eign Affairs Committee, told A re- 
porter he intends to sponsor a repeal 
of Hughes-Ryan as an amendment to 
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